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Kerala Single Window Interface for Fast and Transparent Clearance (K-
SWIFT) under Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation 

(KSIDC) has won the Chief Minister's Award for Innovations in Public 
Policy in 2020. The online clearance mechanism for facilitating clearances 
from concerned departments/agencies for setting up and running enterprises 
in Kerala has won the award for the category of Public Service Delivery. 
The award comprises a cash prize worth Rs 5 lakh and a citation.KSIDC 
MD S Harikishore received the award from Chief MInister Pinarayi 
Vijayan.

K-SWIFT wins 
Chief Minister's 
Award

Entrepreneurship 
Year: Up and 
close to the goal

The State Government 
announced the Entre-

preneurship Year Project 
in the 2022-23 State 
Budget targeting rapid in-
dustrial growth. The pro-
ject, rolled out intending 
to start one lakh enter-
prises this financial year, 

has received an enormous response. The 
fact that half the number of aimed projects 
could be launched in just four months of 
rolling out of the programme has triggered 
tremendous enthusiasm among the stake-
holders. It’s an explicit example of the 
people’s unfettered receptiveness to the 
Entrepreneurship Year Project. Over one 
lakh jobs have already been created in the 
short span. By the end of the financial year, 
many new business initiatives are expected 
to be floated in the state so as to exceed the 
target by a good margin.

Regional companies that rival the Cor-
porates are hard to come by. However, the 
success story of Carnet Books, which gave 
the Corporates a run for their money in the 
notebook production business, and 
emerged as a leading player, definitely in-
spires budding entrepreneurs. Alex Kuru-
villa, based at Thellakam in Kottayam, is 
behind this notebook production unit. Alex 
is now proceeding to make use of the Chief 
Minister’s Entrepreneurship Loan Scheme, 
made available through the KSIDC, to 
scale new heights in the business terrain.

You will also find in this issue an article 
on Kerala Paper Products ltd, which the 
state government is implementing after 
taking over a closed central PSU named 
HNL, offering an alternative model for the 
protection of public sector enterprises in 
the state. 

S Harikishore IAS
KSIDC MD

KSIDC EDITORIAL

KSIDC MD S. Harikishore receives the award for K-Swift from CM Pinarayi Vijayan

NEWS

Rs 840 crore for land 
acquisition for GIFT City
The state cabinet decided to issue a renewed administrative sanction for 

the acquisition of land to implement the Global Industrial, Finance and 
Trade (GIFT) City, which is part of the Kochi - Bengaluru Industrial cor-
ridor project. A land area of 144.9759 hectares (358 acres) in Ayyampuzha 
village under Aluva taluk is being acquired for this project. Subject to a 
government guarantee, a renewed administrative sanction has been issued 
for the acquisition of land at the current appraised value of Rs 840 crore 
with financial assistance from KIIFB.

The GIFT City project will have IT, Financial and Services industries. 
Mainly knowledge-based and banking institutions are being planned here. 
The project is expected to create 1.2 lakh direct job opportunities. 

The government also plans to complete the land acquisition by December 
2022.
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Kerala is fast on track to achieve 

One Lakh 
enterprises 
this fiscal 

 50163 enterprises started 
functioning in the state till August 
25. 

 Created 110059 employment 
opportunities. 

 Malappuram ranks first
 Ernakulam is in second position, 

and Palakkad is in third.
 The trade sector attracts the most 

businesses.

The Kerala government's prestigious 
'One lakh enterprises in one-year' 

project is all set to reach the target, set-
ting a new benchmark in the history of 
Kerala's industrial growth. The scheme, 
which aims to set up one lakh enterprises 
in 2022-23, was initiated by the Industries 
Department. The government has already 
declared 2022–23 a year for entrepreneur-
ship to promote the manufacturing and 

ple in the state. In all, around  50163  en-
terprises have started functioning in the 
state in the first five months of the pro-
ject. In May and June, Local-Self Gov-
ernment institutions held workshops and 
awareness campaigns to identify entre-
preneurs interested in establishing MSME 
(micro, small and medium enterprise) 
units in the state as part of the 'One lakh 
enterprises in One Year' project. Through 
workshops alone, around 84,000 people 
expressed a willingness to start enterpris-
es. Malappuram district has the largest 
number of enterprises.

Continued on 6th page

RANK DISTRICT ACHIEVEMENT INVESTMENT EMPLOYMENT  
   (IN Rs. CR) GENERATED

1 Malappuram 5739 383.39 13302
2 Ernakulam 5205 377.08 12454
3 Palakkad 4742 242.43 10251
4 Trivandrum 4740 298.37 10139
5 Kollam 4621 224.85 10069
6 Thrissur 4539 242.49 9804
7 Kozhikode 4346 289.45 9888
8 Alappuzha 3680 186.53 7541
9 Kannur 3424 227.29 7466
10 Kottayam 3129 177.17 6329
11 Pathanamthitta 1930 85.71 4089
12 Kasaragod 1507 77.47 3108
13 Wayanad 1333 91.2 3098
14 Idukki 1228 63.48 2521

 Total 50163 2966.91 110059

District wise list of enterprises (Until August 25)

services sectors of the state. The project 
has been rolled out with the support of the 
Local-Self government and Co-operative 
departments and has been well received by 
the entrepreneurs in the state, according to 
government sources. The statistics for the 
last five months are ample proof of this. 

The project has brought in an invest-
ment of Rs  2966.91   crore till August 25, 
2022, giving employment to  110059   peo-

Scan QR code for 
MSME help desk
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Keralites have a penchant for taking 
up challenges. The successful his-

tory of Keralites from space to balloon-
making is a model for others. In the note-
book production segment where big 
brands invest crores of rupees to compete, 
Carnet Books and its owner Alex Kuru-
villa script a new chapter by rising to a 
level matching the giants. Carnet Books 
is growing its business from Kerala to 
foreign shores. Carnet Books Managing 
Director Alex Kuruvilla shares memories 
of his years of dedication and hard work 
to achieve this success.

The Path Leading to Carnet

Notebook-making struck my mind 
when I thought of doing something dif-
ferent. A preliminary enquiry revealed 
that there are no entities in Kerala making 
notebooks as a brand. Though some peo-
ple did it at a local level, I could find that 
it was not done on a professional scale. I 
started after studying in detail the Kerala 
notebook market and its potential. Only 
after securing a place in the notebook 
market that I dreamt of setting up a mod-

ern professional notebook-making facto-
ry. My wife Jyolsna Alex also joined me. 
In my hometown of Thellakam near Kot-
tayam, I started Carnet Books in 2015. 
Today Carnet Books has schools and col-
leges across Kerala as its customers.

On Success Trail 

The Carnet Books did not require much 
time to be among the frontrunner novel 
notebook makers in South India. The cus-
tomised top-quality notebooks fast se-
cured a place in the market. Carnet Books 
owns the most modern automatic machin-
ery. Moreover, we have the most modern 
tools for cutting, designing and binding. 
We decided in the first stages itself that 
there should not be any compromise on 
quality and we should supply our prod-
ucts to consumers at the best prices avoid-
ing middlemen. These decisions in-
creased our credibility and acceptability. 
We suffered a bit when schools and other 
institutions did not function during the 
Covid-19 phase. But now we are return-
ing with renewed vigour. Carnet Books 
expects to register a strong presence this 

The Success that 
Crossed the Seven Seas

Carnet Books is growing its 
business from Kerala to 
foreign shores. Carnet Books 
Managing Director Alex 
Kuruvilla shares memories 
of his years of dedication 
and hard work to achieve 
this success.

KSIDC UPDATE

Success Story

Paper Industry in 
India 2021-22
(As per Indian Paper  

Manufacturers  Association)

Market Size 80,000 crore

Direct employment 0.5 million

Indirect employment 1.5 million

Exports 2857 crore
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year with its exports and sales in the do-
mestic market.

Attractive Quality Products

The speciality of Carnet books is our 
attractive design. Apart from notebooks, 
Carnet has several other products like 
practical record books, scribbling pads, 
calligraph books, drawing books for 
children, colouring books and exam 
sheets. Carnet accords top priority for the 
tastes, aspirations and interests of 
consumers. The production unit uses eco-
friendly raw materials. The main 
customers include schools, medical and 
heal thcare ,  pharmaceut ica l  and 
paramedical, hospitality and engineering 
institutions. We ensure timely delivery of 
customized and general products within 
the budgets of customers.

What Makes 
Carnet Different

We have used the eye-friendly natural 
shade in the A-Grade paper for notebooks 
so that children feel comfortable and re-
main healthy. We use special ink for mak-

paper are tested at labs before granting 
certificates.

Lucrative Markets Abroad

Carnet Books caters to a large number 
of customers abroad. A lion’s share of the 

company’s exports is to the Gulf nations. 
The earnings through exports form 40 per 
cent of the total revenue. It competes with 
book manufacturing firms based in coun-
tries like China, Indonesia and Malaysia, 
in the lucrative Gulf markets. The no 
compromise on quality policy helped 
Carnet Books establish a strong presence 
there. Though enquiries are coming from 
countries like the UK and the US, the 
high logistics rates rule them out. The 
sudden rise in paper and raw materials 
costs has adversely affected the cost of 
production. However, Carnet Books eyes 
global expansion, with plans to set up 
book manufacturing units in the Gulf 
countries and Africa. Customers from 
abroad visit the factory to place direct or-
ders now.

Labourers 
Our Wealth

Exceptional labourers are behind the 
success of Carnet Books. When we 
launched an enterprise in Kerala, we 
desired to give priority to the people of 
Kerala in employment, especially women 
who want to be self-reliant. At the 
Thellakam factory, currently, there are 50 
permanent and 15 temporary employees. 
70 per cent of them are women. Moreover, 
the majority belong to the land. The 
women employees had been ordinary 
housewives. They all are honest and 
committed. They finish the work with a 
100 per cent commitment. I am happy to 
see them looking after their families by 
doing their job with all dignity. Carnet 
Books has an efficient professional team 
comprising design specialists and quality 
controllers.

Chief Minister’s 
Special Loan Scheme

We could secure funds from the Special 
Loan Scheme of the Chief Minister at 7% 
interest for business expansion. This is a 
great relief for entrepreneurs who other-
wise depend on business loans at higher 
interest rates. 

ing books which won’t be spoiled by wa-
ter. From 2015 to now, we haven’t 
compromised on paper quality. We pos-
sess the quality certification of Manipal 
University which is recognized by the 
National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council (NAAC). The raw materials and Continued on 7th page

Carnet Books caters to a 
large number of customers 
abroad. A lion’s share of the 
company’s exports is to the 
Gulf nations. The earnings 
through exports form 40 per 
cent of the total revenue. It 
competes with book 
manufacturing firms based 
in countries like China, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, in 
the lucrative Gulf markets.

KSIDC UPDATE



A license under the Food Safety and Standards Act is mandatory to 
ensure the quality of food products. Manufacturers, dis-

tributors, and importers of food products are required to 
obtain this license. Apart from this, registration is also 
necessary for those who engage in commercial food 
production at home.

Enterprises that have an annual turnover of up 
to Rs 12 lakh must obtain a registration. Enter-
prises that have an annual turnover ranging from 
Rs 12 lakh to Rs 20 crore, those marketing only 
within the state, those producing more than 100 
kilograms of food per day, those producing 
more than 500 liters of milk, and catering units 
must obtain a state license. Establishments that 
have an annual turnover of more than Rs 20 crore, 
those who import and export food, e-commerce 
platforms, and those who market food outside the 
state must obtain a central license. 
How to apply

 Applications can be submitted through the websites foscos.fssai.
gov.in and kswift.kerala.gov.in

What are the requirements to apply

* A self-attested copy of an identity card with the photo and address of 
the applicant

* A self-attested copy of address proof of the establishment
* D & O Trade License issued by the local bodies
* Medical fitness certificate

Annual license fee

* Registration fee: Rs 100
* State License fee: Rs 2000 to Rs 5000
* Central license fee: Rs 7500
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Applicable 
industries

Drinking water 
manufacturing, 

confectionary 
manufacturing, 

canteen, hotel, food 
processing, flour 
mill, oil mill, ice 

plant, rice mill, food 
repackaging enter-

prises, bakeries etc.

How to obtain a food 
safety and standards 
license and registration?

DO YO 
KNOW

 The Industries department has set a 
target of 18601 enterprises in one year 
for Malappuram. But the district saw 
the emergence of  5739 new enterprises 
in the first five months itself. The total 
investment through this project for the 
district is Rs  383.39   crore, giving job 
opportunities to  13302   people. Er-
nakulam and Palakkad districts are in 
s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  p o s i t i o n s , 
respectively. 

 Most enterprises are started in the 
trade sector, as per statistics Agro-food, 
beverages, meat-fish processed prod-
ucts, textile marketing, tailoring bou-
tiques, apparel designing, jewellery, 
electrical-electronic product service, IT, 
mobile hardware, cable TV, and internet 
services are some of the other sectors in 
demand. 

The government has appointed 1153 
interns, who have a master's degree or 
MBA qualification, to help those who 
are interested in starting enterprises un-
der this scheme. The interns in each lo-
cality have the task of identifying peo-
ple who are interested in this project and 
helping them set up units. One intern is 
available at the panchayat level and 20 
interns at the municipality and corpora-
tion levels. There is also an intern avail-
able at the ward level. Under the guid-
ance of interns, help desks are 
functioning in all local -self government 
institutions. The public can approach 
these desks, which provide the neces-
sary assistance and information regard-
ing the setting up of MSME units, on all 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 

The government has also empanelled 
around 150 experts to help fresh entre-
preneurs with matters related to IT, law, 
DPR preparation, GST, exporting and 
marketing. There are also training ses-
sions to introduce new technology to 
entrepreneurs. There is a special loan 
scheme available for entrepreneurs reg-
istered in this scheme at all nationalised 
banks under the leadership of the state-
level bankers' committee. Entrepreneurs 
can avail of this loan only in this finan-
cial year as part of the entrepreneurship 
promotion initiative.

Kerala is fast on 
track to achieve...
continue from 3rd page

KSIDC UPDATE
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continue from 5th page 
Most people think that there is an in-

ordinate delay in getting loans from an 
institution like KSIDC. This is a wrong 
understanding.

We got the loan amount within one 
month of applying for it. More hearten-
ing was it had no strings attached as in 
the case of private loans – no service 
charge, no red tape, or compound 
interest.

To the Young 
Entrepreneurs out There

 All entrepreneurs, while starting a 
business, have an in-depth study only on 
the production and distribution aspects. 
And then they approach a bank or a pri-
vate financial institution, seeking capi-
tal. However, many hesitate to explore 
the projects of the State Government for 
support due to ignorance or apprehen-
sions. The State is extending various 
types of loans such as the WE Mission 
Scheme, C M Special Scheme, soft 
loans and corporate loans. They should 
collect information on all such matters 
at the initial stage itself. By doing so, 
they will get a clear idea of the govern-
ment institutions like KSIDC which 
they can reliably depend on.

Those wishing to place orders with 
Carnet Books can do so by visiting the 
website www.carnetbooks.com.

Muralya Dairy Products Pvt. Ltd, a 
part of the SFC Group based in 

UAE will set up a mega-dairy project 
and logistics unit at Angamaly with an 
investment of 100 crores. The leading 
dairy brand has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with KSIDC in 
this regard.

The MoU was signed by K Muraleed-
haran, Founder Chairman and Managing 
Director, Muralya Dairy Products Pvt. 
Ltd and KSIDC former MD M G Raja-
manickam IAS in the presence of Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and Minister 

The Success 
that Crossed ...

In the presence of Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and Industries Minister P. Rajeeve, KSIDC former 
MD MG Rajamanickam and Muralya Dairy Products Chairman and Managing Director K. Muralid-
haran hand over the MoU. KSIDC Managing Director and Director of Department of Industries and 
Commerce S. Harikishore nearby

Muralya to set up Rs 100 crore 
Mega Project in Angamaly

for Industries P. Rajeeve.
KSIDC has leased 4.60 acres of land 

for the project. A plant with a capacity 
to process 100-kilo litres of milk per 
day is being set up here. The project is 
expected to create more than 300 direct 
jobs within three years of the com-
mencement  of  i ts  commercial 
operations. 

Dairy products such as paneer, butter, 
ice cream, flavoured fresh milk etc., 
will also be produced from this plant. 
The project is a result of investors meet 
held as part of Dubai Expo.

KSIDC UPDATE

Investment as a result of State's participation in Dubai Expo

KSIDC

KSIDC wishes you 
a happy and 
prosperous
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The state government reviving the 
erstwhile  Hindustan Newsprint 

Limited (HNL), which was under the 
administrative jurisdiction of Depart-
ment of Heavy Industries, Government 
of India and  which was on the brink of 
liquidation and extinction, and resum-
ing the operations as  'Kerala Paper 
Products Limited (KPPL) provides the 
much-needed impetus for the indus-
trial development of the State.

 The initiative can be seen as a clas-
sic example of an alternative industrial 
development  model that can be repli-
cated across the country. When Hon. 
Chief Minister Shri Pinarayi Vijayan 
inaugurated the commencement of op-
erations at KPPL on May 19th after 
completion of the Phase I of the revival 
of the plant and machineries  lying de-
funct for more than three years, it was 
a new cornerstone in Kerala's indus-
trial resurgemnce.

 Erstwhile   HNL, located at Velloor 
in the Kottayam district, began opera-
tions in February 1982 and had a glori-
ous track record of exceptional perfor-
mance during the first three decades of 
its existence. However, it was forced to 
shut operations its operations in Janu-
ary 2019. The company went into Cor-
porate Insolvency and Resolution Pro-
cess (CIRP)  in November 2019. Upon 
the NCLT approving the resolution 
plan submitted by the Kerala Industrial 
Infrastructure Development Corpora-
tion (KINFRA), the State took over the 

debt-ridden company and started its re-
vival  process as Kerala Paper Products 
Ltd.

 The repair and maintenance activities 
in the Deinking Plant, Paper Machine 
and Power Boilers were completed in 
the initial phase as per the envisaged 
time schedule.  The maintenance works 
of the Chemical and  Mechanical Pulp-
ing plants are progressing under the sec-
ond phase. The maintenance  of the Re-
covery plant and its auxiliaries are also 
moving as scheduled.

 “The aim is to commence trial pro-

duction in an integrated manner by op-
erationalising the entire production 
streams  by September last  ” KPPL 
Special Officer Prasad Balakrishnan 
said. After the completion of the trial 
production and operational stabilisa-
tion  commercial scale operations shall 
commence. The production trial done 
during 4th and 5th of August was a 
huge success.

 The proposal  for sourcing  wood 
raw materials from the plantations of 
Forest Department  is under the active 
consideration of the State government. 
Also, another proposal is being pro-
cessed for sourcing the entire waste 
paper generated in Government offic-
es/ institutions/ agencies as raw mate-
rial for the Deinking Plant of KPPL . 
The government has already  given its 
approval  to source 24000 tonnes of 
wood raw materials from the Forest 
department. 

KPPL will mainly produce news-
print  grades 42 GSM and 45 GSM and 
un -surface sized  writing and printing 
paper used for notebook and textbook 
production. The company also plans to 
foray into the Packaging and Paper 
board manufacturing sectors as part of 
Capacity Expansion and Product Port-
folio Diversification

 As the strategic plans are getting im-
plemented with  precision, KPPL cam-
pus at Velloor is set to take off   as one 
of the hot spots for paper manufactur-
ing in the country. 
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KPPL: The alternative 
Industrial development model


